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The Bible Study group which meets on Thursday
mornings has been discussing the fact that God lays
out in the Book of Revelation a ‘Vision’ for the
future of the Creation. It includes a Resurrected
and Transfigured world.

Jesus also laid out for the disciples a ‘Mission’ for
them to live by and strive for. It included prayer,
caring for the poor and meek, and spreading the
Gospel to all nations and all peoples. He was very
clear and direct about this ‘Mission’ as heinstructed
the disciples for how they should act in the future.

The fact that God has a “Vision’ for thisworld and
that Jesus lays out a‘Mission’ for the disciples
should speak volumesto us as Christians in the
world today. Having, and living by, Vision
Statements and Mission Statementsis a part of our
calling to be the Church in today’s world.

By definition, a Mission is a statement of why we
exist in the world, while aVision is a statement that
describes what we hope to be in the future. The
disciples’ Mission isto witness and spread the
Gospel. God’s Vision for the futureincludes a world
that has been transfigured. The Vision and Mission
go together. The work the disciples do toward their
Mission helps to bring about the completion of
God’s Vision. We are those discipleswho are
working today, in this time and place, to forward
God’s Vision in the world.

With thisin mind, a Task Force of ten members
from our congregation has been meeting since
September to create a Vision Statement, Mission
Statement, and Strategic Plan for Our Savior as we
move forward into our next 76 yearsin this
community. At the Annual Meeting on February
26t , we will ask the congregation to vote upon our
Vision and Mission Statements. They will define us
and drive our ministries into the future.

Our Vision Statement will read
“STRENGTHENING GOD’SMISSION THROUGH

LOVING HEARTS.”
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Thisiswhat we want to be — a congregation
known in Aurorafor having loving hearts, and
that workstirelessly to further God’s mission
in our world. Our Mission Statement will read
“GROWING ASA COMMUNITY OF CHRIST’S
DISCIPLES WHO PRAISE GOD, SHARE THE
GOSPEL, AND SERVE OTHERS.” In other
words, this congregation existsin order to be a
community of disciples called to praise God,
serve those in need, and spread the Gospel.
Hopefully these statements reflect God’s
purpose for putting us here in downtown
Aurorain the year 2012.

It isimportant for us to identify why we exist
(Mission) and what we want to be (Vision) so
that all of our ministries and planning can
accurately reflect our purpose in God’s eyes.
Discerning God’s purpose for usand livingin
accordance with that purposeis crucial to
acting as disciples and as the Body of Christ in
the world. Thank you to those serving on the
Task Force for all their hard work to these
ends. Welook forward to productive
discussions with the congregation as awhole,
while we continue this process and begin to
form a Strategic Plan for how we can best
accomplish our Vision and Mission at OSLC.
God’s Peace and Blessings!

- Pastor Jeff Mikyska



METROPOLITAN CHICAGO SYNOD

Last month we featured how the CM S partnered with the ELCA Malaria Initiative. This month we
would like to focus on what the synod is doing for the local congregations.

In order to keep this article as short as possible | am just giving you snippets of the information.
Contact Bob Cano if you would like more information or would like to attend one of these events:

Mission I nter preter : Groups of volunteers from congregations are showing and telling how God
isusing our hands and dollarsto do God’s work. Orientation and workshops are held periodically for
those interested. Contact Bob Cano if you would like to be avolunteer.

Support and Take Part in Basket of Hope: Thrivent Financial and professional football players
and coachesin our areainvited folksto participate in this years featured charity at this year’s Super
Bowl, Basket of Hope. Volunteers of all ages participated on January 21 by assembling at LSTC to
pack Hope Totes full of Christian materials and other gifts that will be delivered by professional
football players and coachesto children and families at Advocate Hope Children’s Hospital and
Children’s Memorial Hospital. Thisopportunity isgone for usto participate but it gives
you a flavor of the work the synod isdoing.

Congregational L eadership Training Opportunities: The synod will offer six training work-
shopsin Lent on 2/25,3/03,3/10,3/17,3/24,3/31 at the Synod office. These six workshop will cover

« Basic Lega ( Council president and secretary)
Church Council Leadership

Property Management

« Accounting/Payroll/Reporting/Auditing
« Stewardship & Mission

« Volunteer Management

Transformational Leadership Training: The workshop will be held on March 3.

Learn how to deal with challenging issues and especially how to connect with and empower the
much-needed group of “under-involved, uninvolved, and new members” . Registration for this work-
shop is due by February 21s.

Youth leaderstraining and gathering event: Event will be held on March 10th,
The event isfor all adult youth leaders.

Grants: A couple of grants that are available to congregations.

« Grants given to congregations for new and innovating evangelical outreach efforts. These
grants last year ranged from $2,100.00 to $16,500.00 with $102,000.00 distributed to 15
congregations.

« Matching grants of up to $10,000.00 for health and human care projects that are new and
innovating.



Our getting

together in

-/ February will be at
Grace Lutheran
Churchin

LaGrange, Illinois
at the MENistry
kick off event. The

B rOth rS eentwilbe

Saturday,

fo February 18™.
th LTS Registration will
be at 9:30 am and
the program will
run from 10 to 11:45 am. The Bishop will be
the featured speaker. We will arrange for car
pooling. Please contact Bob Cano if you need a
ride or are willing to drive.

Some things that are being planned in the
next few months to keep in mind.

« We will offer the gardensto the
neighbors again this year.

« We plan to be a part of Rebuilding
Together Aurora which will start
this spring.

« Atrip to Minot is being planned for the
summer.

« We plan to purchase tee shirtswith
Brothers for Others on the back and
OSL C on the front to be used when
we work as a group on projectsin
the community. If you would like a
shirt please contact Bob Cano with
your size.

The vision of
Lutheran Men in

Luthe]jan MEN Mission is that
1n Mission every man have a

growing relation-
ship with Jesus Christ through an effective
Men’s ministry in every congregation. A
M ENistry kickoff event has been planned for
Saturday, February 18, 2012 at Grace Lutheran
Church, 200 N. Catherine Ave., LaGrange,
Illinois for all men of the Metropolitan Chicago
Synod. Registration isat 9:30 and the program
isfrom 10 to 11:45 am. Bishop Wayne Miller
will be the featured speaker. Pastor Larry Clark
of St Mark in Chicago, pastor Ben Bergren of
Trinity of Rolling Meadows and Bob Cano of
Our Savior in Aurora have planned this kickoff.
This event is open to all men and we will ar-
range for car pooling. Please contact Bob Cano
about registration and car pooling. It would be
greatly appreciated if men from our congrega-
tion were well represented.

TAIZE Service

On Saturday, February 11, 5:00 pm,
we will have an opportunity to
experience a style of worship that is
very popular around the world.
Please don’t miss this opportunity
especialy if you desire quietness
and meditative time for prayer.
Please ask your friends to join you. This service
IS open to the entire community. For additional
information see the article under Music
Ministry.



HELP WANTED

Interested in serving the community as Christ’s disciples? We have an opportunity coming up in April that will
allow you to do so. We have advised “Rebuilding Together Aurora” (see article below) that we will field a
team of volunteers to work on home repairs for needy families. Thiswork will take place on two Saturdays
April 28" and May 5™. If you would like to be part of the team contact Bob Cano by February 3 if at all possi-
ble. Also, if your employer or yourself would like to be a sponsor to this cause see Bob about a list of sponsor-
ship levels that are available.
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REBUILDING TOGETHER AURORA
provides frec home rvepaiv and  medification scrvices to
lewe-ingomme  homeswners, We [ocus on serving those Lt
dispreperlivnalely  struggle will he  (oaocial burlen ol
hmmerwoership: individuals with disabilities, seaior citizens,
and families with small children.

e empape over 20 skilled and unsldlled volunleers who ineest
their time amd talents 1o provide the physical repair work an
homes, affice sappart. project Ingisrics, croative and rechnical
suppert for the throe programs we provide to the Aurora
cumrnueily, Lhese programe are provided Cree w Ui homeowie:
witl “no stebings attached?

A REsunLmyvG Evene
TEAR ROUND REPATR PROGRAM
Greoy [loME 1IoUsE CALLS

Foundsd in 1993, Febuildmg Togetber Aurora L provided
much needed home repairs to over 400 hames, reinvested over
51.25M in the commmmnity, and served aver 1,000 low-income
Aurora residents through the continued suppoct and offrorts of
our friends wnd neighbor.
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remi did, 1 el want von b Enewe that this woenld have rever been
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Fapve gha apporipnilp 1a sprcad the wand to everyone 0 Anrarg, oo
proua {aw te be g part of o cire thar cares for all of its citizens! Thank
yon wgair for (i priveleges reoon ansd apiaeress yon Sronglil B e
Jorealy™ - Hegnerovenen, 2000
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il e oo Tive i merae b, safely
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We especially thawk Hhose kel frave
ptefiraced sypperd of cr i o
friors Midine o decade:

Aurnra e N:l.ltlll‘y
Ty af Avsorg
Cinace Lited Methodist Ciieron
Fewd Shepherd Churd
Hoilywood Canna
Seur.'u;:.imte.l'P.ref.!:';nerl'm: Lol
Wizl Serhyrben Bank




By Laura Canby Reﬂ eCtl On

On Ash Wednesday the sign of the cross will
be marked in ash on the foreheads of
Christians, areminder that this earthly lifeis
temporary. Fleeting.

The ashes are easily washed off. But the
message that “thisworld isnot my home, I’'m
just a passin’ through” bonds tighter with
every passing year, with every passing death.
Living with that reminder on adaily basisis
hard. The boomer generation, of which I’'m a
part, is being dragged toward old age with
heels dug firmly in, grasping for handholds of
any sort to delay the inevitable. Witness the
appeal of Botox and plastic surgery. Modern
medicine offers bionic replacements for
worn-out joints and drugs to turn back the
clock on libido. Stock portfolios were touted
not so much as a hedge against poverty but a
vehicle to realize dreams deferred—or that’s
how it was until the reality of recession hit
home.

The vague promise of denial isthat if we just
keep busy enough, just make enough money,
just exercise often and eat better—find the
magic formula, then maybe, maybe, death
will pass us by.

Ashes are a stark reminder that it won’t, that
thislife will end. The Bible advises us to store
up atreasure that will not rust or decay and
that can’t be taken away. The only way to
build up this enduring fortune isto invest
ourselvesinto the lives of others, especialy
those of the less fortunate.

wimnm meenna AShEs mark us as mortal. We are here on this

Marked for a moment |

it faithfully.
On Ash Wednesday we face death and life

“...you aredust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19).

“So let us not grow weary in doing what isright, for we will reap at har-
vest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportu-
nity, let uswork for the good of all ...” (Galatians 6:9-10).

The Lutheran is a monthly magazine publication that belongs to the people of ELCA. It nurtures awareness of
Christ’s presencein our lives and the world. It shares stories of God’s people living their faith. It connects uswith
the global Christian community and challenges usto bring God’s grace and careto all. You can enjoy articles like
this one by subscribing to the magazine and it will be mailed to your home monthly for only $1.50 an issue or

$17.95 ayear. You can subscribe on line by going to :wwvxé.thel utheran.org or contact Bob Cano at the church
office.



http://www.thelutheran.org

Captial Drive Update:
The righteous will flourish like a palmtree; they will grow
like a cedar of Lebanon. -

Psalm 92:12

Y= e U

™ = |t was with this Psalm that we announced our three year capital drive at
the Semi Annual Meeting on August 7. Y ou may remember that the

=2 . Capital Drive grew from Pastor Jeff’s early July devotion on Redwood
Cedars (specmcally their growth patterns) and our need to begin strategically planning for the fu-
ture. It has been six months since that day, we have conducted our initial pledge drive — and we have
much to celebrate. We have planted strong roots for our future to grow.

Y ou may remember that:

« The objective of our Stewardship Capital Drive isto conduct athree year capital campaign
(ending August 2014) for $500,000 to achieve financial stability and complete foundational
projects to guarantee our growth.

« Thegod isto achieve a balanced budget, address our property issues, grow ministries,
eliminate the line of credit debt, increase attendance and benevolence.

The financial goal of $500,000 was reached using the following cal culations:

« Approximately $30,000 shortfall for next 3 years (based on current income) = $90,000
« Roof replacement ~$110,000

« Credit Line Debt ~$50,000

« Parking/Eihlert ~$125,000

« Benevolence increase to 10% of receipt ~$25,000

« Balance of $70,000

So with all of thisto refresh your memory, we are excited to announce that with the current pledges
received, we have the following commitment for the roots of our campaign:

Capital Drive Commitment Totals as of 1/15/2012

Initial Deposit the Here & Now/Building | $173,784*

Fund
3 year Commitments $131,706
Total $305,490

*Motions were made and passed to fold the Here & Now and Building Funds into the Capital Drive.

That isatotal commitment of 61% of our goal; let’s see how tall we can nurture our
congregation’strees and ministriesto grow in the next three years. We look forward to continuing to
update you on this campaign. Please watch for letters confirming your commitments, and thank you
for your faith and commitment.



Hymn of February
Beautiful Savior

Text:Munster Gegangbuch (German)
Tradation: Joseph A. Seiss (English)
Music: Silesian Folk

Tune:Schonster Herr Jesu

THIS]SMY =

ég}lﬁ : Transfiguration of Our Lord is celebrated on the last Sunday of the Epiphany
LISTEN TO HIM!" - season, which takes place on February 19 thisyear. And then the season of
MARKST Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. The transfiguration on the mountain made

Christ known to the disciples Peter, James and John through a vision of Jesus
speaking with Moses and the prophet Elijah. Jesus’ clothes turned gleaming white, and God said “Thisis my Son, the
Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to him!" The disciples tasted a glimpse of how God would glorify Jesus at the
resurrection. Aswe celebrate the Transfiguration of Our Lord, there is a hymn we could not miss, but sing. It is “Beautiful
Savior,” which is the hymn people never tire of singing. Therefore, many Lutheran churches closed every
Sunday service with this hymn until not too long ago. Because of the simplicity of its tune and rich text, this
hymn has been sung universally and has appeared in al major hymnalsin Americatoday under the titles of
“Beautiful Savior” or “Fairest Lord Jesus.” Thishymnisalso afinefit for Christ the King as well asthe
season of Epiphany and Lent.

There are several stories about the origin of the words to this cherished hymn. The most reliable account is
that the original German text “Schonster Herr Jesu” comes from a Jesuit manuscript of 1662. It was printed
in the Catholic Minsterisch Gesangbuch, a collection of hymns and tunes published in Minster, Germany in
1677. There aretwo different English trandations for the German text. Based on the tranglations, two titles
appear--“Fairest Lord Jesus” and ”Beautiful Savior.” Most non-Lutheran hymnalsinclude “Fairest Lord
Jesus” while Lutheran hymnals call it “Beautiful Savior.” Between two hymns only the fourth stanza has the
same text. We do not know who did the first trandlation, “Fairest Lord Jesus” (1st, 2nd, and 3rd stanzas) but
the second tranglation “Beautiful Savior” was done by Joseph August Seiss (1823-1904), who received his
early education at the Moravian school and later became a L utheran pastor in Philadelphia. It first appeared
in the Sunday School Book for the use of Evangelical Lutheran Congregationsin 1873.

It isahymn of praiseto God incarnate and offers a powerful description of the shining characteristics of
Jesus The first stanza (Beautiful Savior, ...) provides a glorious commentary on Jesus. The second stanza
(Fair are the meadows, ...) expresses that Jesus far exceeds the beauty of the woodlands and shines purer,
resonating in our hearts. The third stanza (Fair is the sunshine, ...) provides a tremendous description of the
radiance of Jesus, which is the the theme of Epiphany. The light of Christ will shine through the darkness of
our hearts. We struggle with darkness, but it will never overcome the light (John 1:5). The final stanza
climaxes an expression of unending praise (Beautiful Savior! ...Son of God and Son of man! ...forevermore
bethine). This stanza echoes Philippians 2:5-11 which is known as “Hymn of Christ.”

There are several accounts for the tune names aswell. Thetuneis called Schonster Herr Jesu, St. Elizabeth,
or Crusaders’ Hymn. The first tune name came from a German original text. The latter two came from Franz
Liszt’s oratorio The Legend of S. Elizabeth in 1762. He used this melody for the Crusaders’ March to the
Holy land in the third scene. From this association, St. Elizabeth and Crusades’ Hymn reappeared as the tune
name in some hymnals. There is no connection with the actual German crusader. Still another account says
it was sung by the followers of John Hus (1369-1411), who settled in Silesia (part of Poland) after they were
forced to leave Bohemiato keep their faith. Richard Storrs Wills (1819-1900), a young American musician,
discovered this tune in a collection of Silesian folk songsin Germany. Willisreturned to Americaand in-
cluded “Fairest Lord Jesus” in his collection of church music in 1850.

F. Melius Christiansen who was the first conductor of the St. Olaf choir arranged this hymn for his choir.
8



It has become a custom for the Lutheran college choirs to end most concerts with this hymn anthem. Those
who have heard the famous St. Olaf Choir will recall that the Choir ends with the hymn anthem for the
well-known Christmas Festival and most concerts aswell. Personally, whenever | hear “Beautiful Savior”
sung by the St. Olaf Choir, tears run down my face because of the beautiful text, sung by pure and beautiful
voices. With expectation of sharing in Jesus’ glory in our everlasting life, we glorify and honor Jesus through
praising and adoration by singing Beautiful Savior, ...truly | ’d love thee, truly | ’d serve thee, now and forev-
ermore be thine! !!

Y oung Hee Chung, Director of Music Ministry
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Taize Prayer Serviceon Saturday, February 11 at 5:00pm

To deepen our faith and share the Good news, Outreach Ministry at OSLC offer Taize prayer
service in cooperation with Music Ministry. Thisis meditative common prayer. Gathered in

the presence of Christ, we sing uncomplicated repetitive songs, uncluttered by too many words,
allowing the mystery of God to become tangible through the beauty of simplicity. Below isan

Up-Coming Services & Events -Music Ministry-

FAQs/Taize-Worship.aspx).
What is"Taizé worship?' When the question is asked, there is often another question lurking
behind it. Why do so many people (up to 7000 aweek — primarily young people) go to Taizéto
pray? Why isthe Taizé prayer so attractive? For more information on the Community, its his-
tory and on-going work see the Taizé Web site.

The simple, repetitive songs and an ample silence are means for the gathered assembly, "with a

common voice... to proclaim and respond to the Word of God"(The Use of the Means of
Grace, page 16).

Holden Evening Prayer on Mid-Week Lenten Services
Ve =
E gfi We will be using Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen for our Mid-Week Lenten

service. Itisasimple and beautiful vesper. Come to the services and let us draw near

Mid-Week to God.
Lenten Services

X

77>
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Dramatic Reading on Palm Sunday, April 1

We will present dramatic reading of the Passion Story according to . Mark on Palm
Sunday. If you are interested in this presentation, please contact Y oung by February 12.
Rehearsals will be held in March.

Easter Choir for Holy Week & Easter

" We will have a special choir to sing for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday & Easter. This
choir will present "The Seven Words from the Cross" written by Richard Hillert on Good
Friday. People will be taken through the journey to Calvary.

Rehearsals are on Wednesdays, March 14, 21, 28 & April 4 at 7:40pm. Come join the

Easter Choir Choir!!! 9


http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Learning-Center/
FAQs/Taize-Worship.aspx

Tuesday, February 21

5:30 p.m. (During the Chili Cook-Off)
Trade in your unwanted gold, silver, platinum, coins, etc.

and receive a check the same night!

¢ Unwanted Gold, Silver & Platinum Jewelry e Pieceswith Missing Stones
e Broken Chains e Coins (Dated 1964 or Older)
e Old Wedding Rings e Sterling Silver Flatware or Serving Pieces
e Single Earrings e Even Dental Gold

If you have a question—just bring it!

If you would like to participate, but cannot attend,

please see Linda Pilmer.
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All Church
Ski Trip

Sunday, February 19th
Meet at church at 1:00 p.m. to drive to
Grand Genevain Wisconsin for

an afternoon/evening of skiing!

$34/Person includes
Lift Ticket, Ski Rental, Lesson
*Helmet Rental i1s Extra

Sgn-up in Welcome Center /CL_’,%SZB
WE MAY NEED DRIVERS! zg/

1



It has been many
years since the
church and it’s
contents have been
inventoried. Itis
important that we
have record of our
properties. To do
this project we will need afew individuals who
can begin going through the church and of -
fices, recording serial numbers of electronic
equipment, marking items with our name,
recording items of value, etc. If you are
interested in participating in this project,
please call the church office for further details.

g .I 2011 Recycled

Recycling

Aluminum

Proceeds going to OSL C Y outh Fund

LBS. $/LB. $ Rec’d.
2/9 32 65 20.80
3/22 18 66 12.54
5/4 17 69 11.70
6/7 14 75 10.50
7/12 15 80 11.20
8/9 14 80 11.20
8/13 35 75 26.25
10/25 16 65 10.60
12/30 15 60 9.00

177LBS. $125.49

The diner opens each Wednesday
5:30 pm

The cost is $4.00 per person
$12.00 per family

If you would like to provide dessert for
any meadl, please indicate on the Diner
sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center

Upcoming menus:

February 8—Spaghetti

February 15—To be announced
February 22—Ash Wednesday-No diner

February 29—Chicken Noodle soup &
bread

Chili Cook-Off
Tuesday, February 21
(Fat Tuesday)

5:30 pm

Enter your favorite chili to try and
de-throne last years winners. Sign up at
the Welcome Center if you plan to
attend AND enter your favorite chili.

W or ship service will follow the
meal at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary



Will not meet in
February

Bethany Mission
Guild

No
February meeting

A
by A

Social Adﬁlts

PASTORS

KR E Pastor Jeff’s

Thursday morning
Bible Study
10:00 am

...Phyllis Buchner

Bill & Carol Remissong
Jm & Marlene Schufer

...Rosemary Scheilke
John Neitzel
...Pat Wilhelmi

John Neitzel

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Knitting starts up again on
Wednesday, February 1

1:00 to 2:30 - 3:00 pm

neLy LIC\\ S
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If you want to learn knitting, come to our
meetings. It’s easy and satisfying.

Let’sgain Weight in
2012

A
3

December, 2011
totals

e

.
( \4
0
A w

3.13 tons = $15.65

Please share information about our program and
the location of our recycling bins with your
friends and neighbors.
Thank you EVERY ONE for your participation in

this program
23
RS e 52 I Dear Friends of

"
Thank You

&c e = 3*

Our Savior;

Thank you all for
thevisit at my
home on December
18. | truly enjoyed
the beautiful songsthat lifted my spirits
and warmed my heart.

Thank you to Linda Pilmer and all OSLC
friendswho helped makethetrip a
reality and for the group who sent the
lovely box of cookies. It was so special.

In God’s Love, Margaret Schaefer



Brandt Library News -- February, 2012

We live today in adiverse world where virtually every day of the year seems “This ittle light
i i to be a sacred time for some particular religion or culture.

e L 4 1/ | Though we tend to equate February 2 with Groundhog’s Day,
;3 ’t) /’g the Christian church, including Anglicans, Catholics, I’m, going to let it
v 1 . |Methodists, Lutherans, and Eastern and Oriental Orthodox,

fD ;ﬂf observes the day as Candlemas or the Presentation of Our

Lord. Candlemas, a Christian festival of lights, is celebrated

as atimeto give thanks for the increasing light and to bless all the candles that are to be used in the coming

year. Many liturgical calendars also name the day as the Feast of Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary;
however, over the years the focus has shifted from Mary to Jesus.

of mine,

shine.”

Saint Luke isthe only one of the Evangelists to describe this event in the life of Jesus. According to the
Gospdl story (Luke 2:22-40), Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus, forty days after His birth to the Templein
Jerusalem. Thiswas during an age when it was thought that the body was infused with the soul after the
appointed days had elapsed. Their visit to the Temple would terminate the process of Mary’s purification after
giving birth and would also accomplish the redemption of their firstborn son. All of thiswas donein
obedience to the Law of Moses.

Jesus had to be presented in the Temple and offered as a sacrifice in order to be
s consecrated to the Lord. The act would be to commemorate God’s slaying of
Egyptian firstborns as punishment of the Pharaoh for the enslavement of the
Hebrews during the times of Moses. As the babies were
offered in the Temple, they were redeemed by a payment of
five shekels, the sacrifice of alamb, or a pair of turtle doves or two pigeons, which
Joseph and Mary dedicated because they were considered among the poorest of the
population. Upon their entry into the Temple, they were met by the devout Simeon,
who took Jesusin his arms and prayed the prayer that became known as the
Nunc Dimittis:

“Now,Lord,youlet your srvant goin peace: your word hasbeenfulfilled.
Mine own eyes have seen the salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people;

A light toreveal youtothenationsand theglory of your peoplelgradl”

The Presentation is the final narrative concerning the infancy of Jesus; the Bible says nothing more about Him
until His twelfth year.

14



Candlemas Day falls mid-point between the Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox when the days are
noticeably longer and thereis ahint of spring. In Medieval Europe superstitions arose
GROU N DH G that if the weather was fair and bright on the day of Candlemas, the second half of winter
D AY would be stormy and cold. Thus, the folklore of Groundhog’s Day had itsrootsin
«E&; Candlemas when theirrational idea of animals casting their shadows began as away of
foretelling weather conditions for the remainder of the winter season. German
immigrants brought that custom with them to Americain the 1800’s.

Both Candlemas and Groundhog’s Day emphasize the presence of light. Simeon’s
song was forward-looking when he sang of the radiance of Jesus’ coming as the

way of illuminating mankind’s darkness. The use of candlesin church throughout tﬁﬂLiﬁﬁt
the year symbolizes and serves as areminder to us that Jesusis truly the light of the ,,fﬁw, World

I am

world. Jolon 912

There are numerous books in the library concerning the life of Jesus. Severa of the non-fiction titles include:
Jesus, an Obedient Son  Jesus, a Revolutionary Biography

Jesusand HisTimes TheJesus| Never Knew Imagine Meeting Him
Jesus, Yesterday, Today, Forever In the Christ Gospels One Year with Jesus
Threefrom Galileeis afictiona story which tells something of the early life of Jesus.

For younger readers there are many Bible story books and one titled: Stories from the New Testament.

ThelLibraryisHerefor You to Usel
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Confirmation

Drama Club
Wednesdays
6:30—7:30 pm
in Fellowship Hall.

No Drama Club during Lent

Kids Koir

Confirmation
6th, 7th, & 8th graders
Wednesdays, 6:00—7:00 pm
Wednesdays, 6:00—6:50 pm during Lent

M eet with Pastor Jeff in the Parish House

KidsKoir rehearsal
Wednesdays
6:00—6:30 pm
6:15—6:45 pm during Lent

in the Chapel
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Lutheran

Errﬁ"-/?h. ;9_:_-"?& World Relief
\Eg \ Quilt Group
Ve . __f ™, L

\ ; *‘-\"‘-x L utheran World

b & \ - Relief Quilt Group
QUILTING GROUP  Update

Asthis newdletter goesto press, the OSLC
Quilt Group has met afew timesto start on
the quilts that will be shipped to needy
families overseas. These quilts are distributed
by Lutheran World Relief in a massive effort
that delivers thousands of quiltsto familiesin
refugee camps and those in
need all over the world.
Currently we have 3 quilts
"in progress' and hope to
have those finished by the
end of February. We meet on Wednesdays, |
am usually there by 10am. and quilt through-
out the day. Y ou are welcome to "drop-in"
and quilt for aslong as your schedule al-

lows! You can sew at church or take a kit with
you to straight stitch at home. No experience
necessary all sewing lessons provided. Hope
to see you Wednesday!

Wanted—Donation of a new or gently used
basic sewing machine or if you would like to
make a cash donation toward a machine, that
would be greatly appreciated al so.

Also, the Quilting Group could use blankets.
These will be used as the inside batting of the
quilts.

Thank you,

Gail Mikyska
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Muaic Together Winter Session Classes

New semester begins the week of March 25.
Register by talking to Ree, calling
630-897-5203, emailing
oursavioraurora-musictogether, or
registering online at

MusicT ogether.html.

Classes are for 45 minutes for 10 weeks.
Classes are scheduled for Mondays at 1:30,
Wednesdays at 10:30, Thursdays at 9:30
Fridays at 4:00. If you are looking for an al-
ternate time, contact Ree.

Tuition is $120 plus $5.00 registration fee
for 10 weeks.


http://www.oursavioraurora.org/
MusicTogether.html

Remember Mission Control, our gift card program;

Stop by the Mission Control desk and talk to a
volunteer

W oodmans Dairy Queen
*Mission Controk Fannie M ay Kohls

Walgreens Wal Mart

BP Gasoline Shell

Speedway CV S Phar macy

Target

e....and many more
Beautiful wooden mantel and wall clocks are on sale. Contact the church
office to view these clocks. The mantel clocks are $69.00 and the wall clocks are
$99.00. Net proceeds will go to Mission Control.

Screaming daily dealsis your one stop shop to the best

S@RE AMIN deals for merchantsin your area. It costs you nothing to

sign up, it costs nothing for merchants to advertise, and
DAILY DEALS nonprofits will earn 10% from every purchase. We offer

Our Community Buying Tﬂgﬂf""—‘ﬁo 1 Amazing Deal per day to our members.... 50-90% off at
Restaurants, Concerts, Spas, Recreation, Fithess,
Health, Beauty and more! If it sounds too good to be
true, please click on the link below to learn more how
this works and see how you could be saving, earning, or

W WININAVN UL G

"H WE GIVE™

GoodSearch is an on-line search engine.
Please use GoodSearch when browsing and shopping on-line and a donation will be
made to Our Savior at no cost to you!
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http://www.screamindailydealschicagosuburbs.com

Keeping in our prayers.......

Remembering our Home-
bound members with a card
and keep them in your

Bryan Bennett— battling Cancer

%

Brian Brown- Parkinson’s Disease Prayers.
Henry Brown—recovering from surgeries Ca‘:{ds for.the
K athy David—in need of prayer omebound
John Fairless—suffering with arthritis _
John Wolfe Ken & Eunice Oelker
Erv Gemmer —at Alden Court
Laurie Grabowski—recoveri ng Winning Wheel 831 N. BataviaAve. ,
Gert Johannessen—recovering RR #32, Box 12A 61W Batavia, IL 60510
. Prophetstown, 1L )
Wendell M or gan—recovering 61277 Brian Brown
Betty Roper _ _ Eve Booti 3203 River Burch Dr.
Jeaneen Suits—at Countryside ve Bootjer 107 Aurora, IL 60502
Dorothy Wolfe- battling Lung Cancer 363 Hilltop Dr.
. i . Betty Roper
Francis Y oussi—recovering North Aurora, 1L
60542 Villa St. Benedict 1920
Gene Edwards MapIeAve.
Lisle, IL 60532

Emeritus College
Pkwy. Ruth Kartheiser
5612 26th St. West #4

Bradenton, FL 34207 Countryside Health

Care 2300 W. Galena
M ar gar et Foster Blvd.

528 Kingsway Dr. Aurora, IL 60506

Aurora, IL 60506 M arion Pahnke

Trudy Frye Shabbona Nursing Ctr
409 W. Comanche Ave.

111 W. Park Ave
Shabbona, IL 60550

Aurora, IL 60506

B
Opal Hartman Gen Berg

950 Ziegler

321 Ingleside
Aurora, IL 60505

Aurora, IL 60506

Henry Br n
Gert Johannessen enry Brow

Asbury Gardens
206 Airport Rd. #111
N. Aurora, IL 60542

37 Silver Trail Ct.
North Aurora, 1L

60542
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OUR SAVIOR

LUTHERAN CHURCH

“Our Savior t+ Preaching, Teaching
and Reaching”

Address Service Requested

If you would like to receive an audio tape of our weekly services, please contact the church office.

Worship Schedule:
Saturday—5:00 pm
Sunday—9:00 am

Staff

Pastor Rev. Jeffrey Mikyska
Director of Music Young Chung
Archdeacon & Church Archivist Lou Oelker

Parish Manager Leah Morsch
Associate in Ministry Bob Cano

Music Together Director Ree Kline

Church Council

Officers

Denny Lee—President

Jane Miller—Vice President

Jan Buchner —Secretary

Don Hansen—Treasurer

Council Members

Sarah Bonnell Dave Brown Jan Fisher
Mike Naslund Lou Oelker Lizz Sdenbender
Greg Safford Melissa Taube-Drafall

Sharon Thomas Lynn Walter
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Next Parish News deadline:
February 15, 2012
Phone Number:

630/897-5936

oursavioraurora@sbcglobal .net

Church OfficeHours are:
Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4:30
Pastor Jeff’s day off isMonday

Leah’sday off isFriday

In case of emergency, please leave a message

by pressing 4 or Pastor Jeff’s cell phone

number is given when calling the church office.

Calls are monitored.



http://www.oursavioraurora.org
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