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It was during these five years that Newton fi-
nally decided to answer the call from God that 
he now realized had always been awaiting him.  
But when he applied for ordination as a minis-
ter, he was rejected by the Archbishop of York!   

In thirty-five years, Newton had lost his mother 
early, been publicly humiliated, become a slave 
(only to have been rescued), almost perished at 
sea, become violently ill, and finally had been 
rejected by the church.  In many ways his life 
had been a train wreck, but he was sure of 
God s Grace in his life and of God s calling for 
him! 

Newton persisted in his studies and applied nu-
merous times for ordination.  His persistence 
paid off and he was eventually ordained by the 
Bishop of Lincoln and assigned to Olney, Buck-
inghamshire.  In 1767, he befriended poet Wil-
liam Cowper, and the two began writing a new 
hymn together weekly for worship and prayer 
meetings.  Amongst J ohn Newton s contribu-
tions was Amazing Grace, which had been in-
spired by his own life s story!  Amongst the 
lines he wrote:  Amazing Grace! How sweet 
the sound, that saved a wretch like me.  I once 
was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now 
I see.  Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; Tis Grace has brought me 
safe thus far, and Grace will lead me home.

  

Let us pray:  May God s Grace be evident in 
our lives, in the congregation of Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, and throughout the Body of 
Christ as our stories and our callings continue 
to emerge and carry us forward.  Thanks be to 
God for the Holy Spirit ever moving us in new 
directions every day.  May we ever follow the 
lead of the Holy Spirit in blind faith!  Amen.         

-Pastor Jeff Mikyska 

Amazing Grace is a favorite hymn to many of us.  
The story behind the hymn is almost as amazing as 
the hymn itself.  It was written by John Newton, re-
portedly for a sermon illustration on New Year s 
Day of 1773.  It likely was chanted without music 
back then.  But it is Newton s story which inspired 
this hymn that today we can all relate to at some 
level. 

Newton was born the son of the commander of a 
merchant ship in 1725.  His mother died when he 
was very young and he spent his early years follow-
ing in his father s footsteps.  In 1744, he became a 
midshipmen himself, but soon deserted his ship.  
This led to his public flogging and a demotion.  
Eventually, his life spiraled downward until he 
found himself in Sierra Leone as a slave aboard a 
slave ship  where he was brutally abused.  How-
ever, a friend of his father s came to his rescue in 
the early months of 1748. 

Newton came to captain his own ship very shortly 
afterward, and while he himself had slaves, he was 
always sure that they were treated in a humane 
way.  On May the 10th, 1748, just a couple months 
after he became captain of his own ship for the first 
time, he and his crew encountered a terrible storm.  
Newton recorded in his journal that just when he 
was sure they would sink, he cried out, Lord, have 
mercy on us.  That night in his cabin he laid awake 
contemplating that God had actually addressed his 
cries for mercy amidst that storm!  He would cele-
brate May 10th each year afterward as the anniver-
sary of his great deliverance and the time that the 
Grace of God had begun to work within him. 

Newton would marry his long time love in 1750, 
and give up seafaring by 1755 after a prolonged seri-
ous illness which took a toll upon him.  From 1755-
1760, he worked as the surveyor of tides at Liver-
pool, and also befriended a deacon in the Church of 
England there.   
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The week of November 13th-19th a group of 
adults from Our Savior will be traveling to 
Minot, North Dakota to assist in flood relief ef-
forts.  The numbers from this flood are stagger-
ing.  Approximately 25% of the residents of 

Minot have been displaced by this flood.  A total of at least 4400 homes have been badly damaged, 
with approximately 1000 homes considered a total loss.  At this moment, some four months after the 
Souris River crested, there are still 700 people left homeless and over a thousand others listed as liv-
ing with friends or in hotels.  FEMA has also brought in 1000 trailers for people to live in temporar-
ily.  None of these statistics account for the damage done to surrounding communities around Minot.  
Several other towns have also sustained severe flood damage. 

Our group will be assisting in the tear out of damaged homes, the replacement of dry wall, the repair-
ing of plumbing and electrical wiring, the laying of carpets and the refurnishing of homes.  We will 
also be boarding up some homes that cannot be repaired until next year some time. 

Meanwhile, there are many ways for our congregation to help from a distance as well.  To begin with, 
some Minot area churches are currently housing schools.  There are schools in that area which were 
damaged and lost most or all of their supplies.  The Escuela Pre-School is one example of a school 
attempting to provide for its students who may have lost supplies valuable to their ability to learn.  In 
an attempt to connect our children to the children of Minot, we are collecting any pre-school age col-
oring books, story books, and puzzles that you may wish to donate.  The children are also in need of 
crayons and markers as well.  These items will be hand delivered by our group as a gift from our chil-
dren to the children of Minot.  Secondly, we will be delivering prayer shawls with messages of love 
from OSLC to various residents of Minot who are most in need as the cold winter approaches.  Third, 
canned food and bottled water is desperately needed by residents as well.  Our Savior Lutheran 
Church of Minot is hosting a Food Shelter which will receive any canned goods we can collect.  Fi-
nally, we have already begun to gather together Wal-mart Gift Cards which we will deliver to the 
Souris River United Way for distribution to residents as they begin to return to their homes.  Be-
tween the Escuela Pre-School, the Our Savior Lutheran Church Food Shelter, and the Souris River 
United Way, we can contribute to the efforts of rebuilding Minot in many ways above and beyond the 
physical efforts of those from our church traveling out to Minot in November. 

One last note, we at OSLC will keep the people of Minot in our prayers as they continue the long 
process of rebuilding.  The churches of the Minot area are working with FEMA to create Minot-
ville in order to accommodate those who will have to survive this harsh winter without their homes.  
It is our Mission to assist them from a distance in any way we can.  Thank you to all here at Our Sav-
ior who are answering this call to ministry in many ways.           

- Pastor Jeff Mikyska 
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Now Thank We All Our God   

November is a special time of year to thank God for His blessings to us. And it 
is also a time to share fellowship with one another. A hymn can be one of the 
most exciting and appropriate ways to express our heartfelt love and thanks to 
God. Unfortunately, few hymns are devoted exclusively to thanking God. 
Among them, Now Thank We All Our God is the most popular and appro-

priate hymn. People would never realize that this uplifting hymn came out of tragic experiences and severe 
human hardship. If the author of this hymn can give thanks to God, there will be no one who can t give thanks 
to God.  

It was written by Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) who was a boy chorister in the famous St. Thomas Church of 
Leipzing, where J. S. Bach was later a musician.  Rinkhart was a Lutheran pastor in his native town of Eilen-
berg, Germany during the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), a war between Roman Catholics and Protestants. 
Eilenberg was a walled city, so it became severely overcrowded causing the entire city to suffered from famine 
and disease. Furthermore, in 1637 a great pestilence swept through the area. As a result, 8,000 people includ-
ing Rinkart s wife died. At that time he was the only minister in Eilenberg because the others had died or fled. 
He conducted the burial services for about four thousand people.   

During the closing years of the war, several armies overran the walled city and one of them was the Swedish 
army. On one occasion, the Swedish general demanded a heavy levy. On behalf of people in Eilenburg, Rink-
hart pleaded for reducing payment to the general. When his request was disregarded, he turned to his compan-
ions and said, Come my children, we can find no mercy with man, let us take refuge with God. He then led 
them in a fervent prayer and in the singing of a familiar hymn. He learned that God s providence is always 
good. This reminds us that, God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble (Ps. 46:1; Ps 
118:9). It is better to trust in God whom we cannot see, than to put our trust in the circumstances we can see.  

In spite of his trials, he was a prolific writer of seven dramas on the Reformation for the centenary in 1617 as 
well as a total of 66 hymns. Now Thank We All Our God is his most well-known hymn and is still sung 
around the world, especially at Thanksgiving services. It is generally accepted that Rinkart wrote this text near 
the close of the Thirty Years War. The first and second stanzas of this hymn were written as a table grace. The 
first stanza is an expression of gratitude to God for His countless gifts of love. The second stanza is a peti-
tion for God s safekeeping and guidance. And the last stanza is a grand doxology.  

The majestic tune for this hymn was written by Johann Cruger (1598-1662) who was one of Germany s finest 
and prolific composers. Bach used this tune for his Cantata 79 and 192. And he also composed some choral 
music and organ music based on this tune.  This hymn is known as the national Te Deum of Germany be-
cause it has been sung on many occasions of national celebrations (Te Deum is a shortened reference to Te 
Deum laudamus, which is Latin for We praise thee, O God. ) 
Rinkart became a good model for Christians. He showed how to share his time and talents and gave thanks to 
God no matter what the circumstances. Arthur L. Bietz said Yes, it is the will of God for us that we give 
thanks. If we were not thankful we would go insane with the perplexities and irregularities of life's experi-
ences. If there was ever a time when we needed to be thankful it is in the hour of crisis; because if we are not 
thankful, we will be overwhelmed by despair.

  

Let s give thanks with our hearts, hands and voices to God who has done wondrous things!  

Young Hee Chung, Director of Music Ministry   
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Hymn Fest t o Feed the Hungry                    

November 6 & December 11 at 3:00pm   

Sing seasonal hymns from the Reformation, All Saints, Thanksgiving and Advent 

Hear the stories behind the hymns 

Listen to special music from organ, brass, woodwind and vocal  

Canned food goods will be welcomed for use in Thanksgiving Day Baskets being prepared for the needy fami-

lies in the area for their Thanksgiving Day meal. 

Don't miss this event!  Come with your families and friends!!!!

  

Fox Valley Philharmonic Chorus Messiah Sing- Along 
Sunday, December 11 at 3:00pm   

Rehearsals on Saturdays, November 5, 12, 19 & Dec. 5  from 9:00am -11:00am 

Dress rehearsal with Fox Valley Philharmonic on Saturday, December 10  from 10:00am -12:00pm  

For more information contact: 
Young Hee Chung, Director of Music Ministry 
Our Savior Lutheran 
630.897.5936 or youngmusic@gmail.com    



6               

For All The Saints Who From Their Labors Rest... 
Next years ELCA Youth Gathering has a theme of Citizens with the Saints.  This theme is based upon Martin Luthers 
teachings that we all enter into sainthood upon death through our faith.  Luther felt that the close relationship between 
God and each of us needed to be stressed by the church at all times.   

As a result of Luthers teachings, we celebrate All Saints Day each year on the first Sunday in November.  This year, All 
Saints Day falls on November 6th.  We are hopeful of teaching the true meaning of what it is to be both Saint and Sin-
ner to each of our youth as they prepare for the Youth Gathering next summer.  We truly are citizens with the saints in 
Gods Creation! 

To further make these connections for our youth and the congregation as a whole, we have decided to offer everyone 
the chance to purchase a Luminary to be kept lit overnight on All Saints Eve.  Each Luminary will be $5 and the money 
will go towards the Youth Gathering Trip and service projects in New Orleans.  Therefore, our youth can be citizens with 
the saints while they honor the saints who have gone before them to pave the way for our faith! 

None of the Luminaries will be specifically attached to any one name, but instead will honor all who have gone before 
us.  (We will honor those who have died within the past year in the worship service.) 

It is our belief that those who have gone before us are al-
ways with us and have left a heritage of faith for the Body 
of Christ as it works in the world today.  We are truly citi-
zens ministering with the saints in todays world. If you are 
interested in reserving a Luminary, please contact the 
church office or place your donation in an envelope marked 
Luminary in offering plate. 
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Peter Marty is a feature writer for The Lutheran. The Lutheran is monthly magazine publication that belongs to 
the people of ELCA. It nurtures awareness of Christ s presence in our lives and the world. It shares stories of 
God s people living their faith. It connects us with the global Christian community and challenges us to bring 
God s grace and care to all. You can enjoy articles like the one written by Peter Marty by subscribing to the maga-
zine and it will be mailed to your home monthly  for only $1.50 an issue or $17.95 a year. You can subscribe on 
line by going to www.thelutheran.org or contact Bob Cano at the church office. 

http://www.thelutheran.org
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The Chicago Metropolitan Synod (CMS) 
is one of 55 synods of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America and is the Synod 
that some 200 plus congregations in the 
Chicagoland area belong to.  We talk about 
the Three Expressions of the Church. 

Church Wide (National Church), Synod (Regional Church) and the Congregation (Local Church). Each one of 
these expressions has a function and a promise to the people that it serves. We are all considered the Body of 
Christ. 

One of the functions of CMS is to help congregations to be the disciples God has called them to be. They do 
this in several ways. One way they do this is by providing congregations assistance in this process through 
workshops that in many cases are free to the participants. Just in the past few months they have hosted work-
shops dealing with evangelism, racism, leadership, social justice etc. On the 5th of November a workshop is 
planned for helping congregations deal with the myriad of issues dealing with our buildings. Engineers, archi-
tects, building consultants will be hand to answer questions dealing with problems of maintaining our facili-
ties. 

One area of support that OSLC is benefiting from is the Turn Around Initiative. CMS provides resources for 
this process, trains coaches and provides financial assistance to help congregations to grow. We received 
$2,000.00 from CMS to help us in this process. A couple of years ago they provided leadership training to con-
gregations offered by Stephens Ministries and picked-up approximately $2,500.00 toward that training. 

Fifty-Five percent of the money that goes to the synod from congregations in the form of benevolence goes to 
Church Wide to do the ministries of that expression of the church. That percentage of contribution is one of the 
highest in the country. Please keep the CMS in your prayers as they do their part as part of His church.  

Turn Around Initiative  

The leadership of OSLC has elected to participate in the Metro Synod Turn Around Initiative. This initiative is de-
signed to challenge, inspire, encourage, and equip declining congregations and help them to grow and thrive. There 
are all kinds of growth-growth in Bible knowledge, growth in stewardship, growth in participation in ministries, 
and so on. As a church we are called to grow closer to our Lord and become like Christ and then go out and make 
disciples. Worship attendance shows how many people gather when the whole congregation comes together for the 
central act of faith. All congregations lose worshipers at the rate of about 4% due to moves, illness and death. But 
significant changes in average worship attendance over time and how many new worshipers  we see shows whether 
a congregation is also going outside the church doors with the gospel. 

This initiative is not another program to bring more people into the pews, but it is a reassessment of the purpose for 
our existence as a congregation and becoming passionate about that purpose and thus turning around the way we 
live out that passion as a congregation. 

We have started the process of assessment and are in the renewal process. The process 
starts with a small group who first focus on what it means to be a Christ like church and 
led by the Spirit. Our group, which consists of 10 people, 4 from the congregation at 
large, 3 from Council and 3 from the staff are working with the Samaritan Interfaith 
group and using the book called Pathway to Renewal in the process. We are in our sec-
ond month of the process. The group has just recently been assigned a coach from the 
Synod to continue with us when the Samaritan Interfaith group finishes their work with 
us.  We ask for your prayers as we go through this process because the Spirit needs to be 
very much a part of this process. We will continue to keep you informed. 


